Social Studies 30-2                                            	Name:___Natasha Day____________
Unit 5.4 Critical Challenge:  Political Systems and Liberal Values
Total      /33
In this assignment, you will assess the extent to which the practices of selected political systems reflect the values of liberalism.  You will also be asked to defend your ratings.
Review of Liberal Political Values
Review the values of a liberal democracy.  Examine the following diagram carefully. The diagram is explained under The Practices of Democracy that Reflect Values of Liberalism in Unit 5 – Rule of Law was explained in Unit 2 under Key Values of Individualism and Liberalism.
[image: ]
Researching and Rating Selected Political Systems
Your research will concern one each of the following: 
· A communist country such as (Soviet Union or North Korea)
· A fascist country such as (Nazi Germany or Fascist Italy)
· A liberal democracy such as (Canada or the United States) 

Rate the political practices of these countries according to the degree to which they reflect liberal values.  You need to determine how their political system reflects the following liberal political values:
· Rule of law
· Individual rights and freedoms
· The will of the people
· Protests and riots
· Interest groups
· Consensus decision-making
· Voting and the electoral system
· Referenda and plebiscites
NOTE:  Although some countries claim to reflect the values of a liberal democracy, some of their practices may not reflect liberal political values.  For example, in countries that appear to be founded upon liberal values (such as Canada and the United States), many important government positions are filled by executive appointment rather than elections.  Such practices can be criticized as counter to the values of liberalism.
Use internet Google searches to help guide your research.
In the following chart, rate the political practices of each of the three countries you chose according to the degree to which they reflect liberal values:

	Rating Scale:  Put your rating number beside each of the criteria (values) in the chart below.

	1
Not at all liberal
	2
Not very liberal
	3
Somewhat liberal
	4
Strongly liberal



	Communist (  North Korea ) Name of the country?

	Criteria (values)
for a Liberal Democracy
	Rating
	Evidence for Your Rating

	Rule of Law
	1
	The concept of the rule of law indicates that everyone is subject to the laws which are publicly promulgated. In North Korea, the rule of law is not upheld considering that the opposition is dealt with harshly and people allied to the supreme leader are favoured.

	Individual Rights and Freedoms
	2
	The rights and freedom of people are highly restricted. For instance, people are lot allowed to freely emigrate from the country because of fear of being called defectors. 

	The Will of the People
Take the following into account:
· Protests and riots
· Interest groups
· Consensus decision-making
· Voting and the electoral system
· Referenda and plebiscites
	1
	The will of the people is greatly undermined. The leadership of the country is determined by a single party which does not represent the will of the majority. Protest, riots and demonstrations squashed with extreme force. The media is only free to report what is allowed and what favours the position of the supreme ruler.





	Fascist ( Italy  )  Name of the country?

	Criteria (values)
for a Liberal Democracy
	Rating
	Evidence for Your Rating

	Rule of Law
	
3
	Italy has come under huge criticism for treating foreigners different from its citizens. The country had entered into the EU which means it had to comply with EU rules. However, lecturers have been treated differently in the country.  

	Individual Rights and Freedoms
	3
	The rights and freedom of Italian citizens are greatly upheld. Children, women and LGBT are accorded special human rights. The rights of foreign citizens are somewhat limited.

	The Will of the People
Take the following into account:
· Protests and riots
· Interest groups
· Consensus decision-making
· Voting and the electoral system
· Referenda and plebiscites
	4
	The will of the people in Italy is greatly upheld. People are free to riot and protest over government policies and issues affecting them. The people have the right of choosing their leaders in the general elections. 













	Liberal Democracy (The United States of America) Name of the country?

	Criteria (values)
for a Liberal Democracy
	Rating
	Evidence for Your Rating
	

	Rule of Law
	3
	In the United States, the rule of law is greatly upheld. There are no instances of special treatment and the laws made are applicable of everyone. However, the law has proved to be biased according to racism.
	

	Individual Rights and Freedoms
	3
	Individual rights and freedoms in the united states are guaranteed by the constitution. However, rights and freedoms of people are not always respected with the police force coming under criticism.
	

	The Will of the People
Take the following into account:
· Protests and riots
· Interest groups
· Consensus decision-making
· Voting and the electoral system
· Referenda and plebiscites
	4
	In the United States, the will of the people is expressed through elections where they are free to elect their leaders. They have the right for peaceful protests and the right to own weapons. However, leadership system has a lot of nominated positions in the leadership structure. 
	

	Marks =     /18 marks (1 mark for each rating; 1 mark each for evidence)











After you have completed the research in the charts on the three countries, answer the following question in a paragraph. Make sure you take into consideration the following:
· Make sure you specifically refer to the countries in the above chart.[bookmark: _GoBack]In a democratic country, there is no definite way for a government to determine the will of the people. People of a given country have different stands on different issues affecting their lives. Such include the different opinions on the leadership styles and international trade stands. Some people might want their country to import while others would want improvement of local industries. This shows that it is relatively difficult for a government to follow the will of the people because people have different opinions. Following the opinion of the majority tends to create division as the minority will always feel left out creating division within the country. Therefore, governments should follow the will of the people 75% of the time after careful deliberations about the impact of such decisions.

In your research you have seen that the degree to which governments follow the will of the people varies a lot.  Using the charts to help you, answer this question:
To what extent should governments follow the will of the people?







B. 
	Scoring Criteria:
Position Paragraph 
	Explanations and Support 
10 marks
When marking Explanations and Support, markers should consider 
· quality of explanations 
· selection and quality of support 
	Communication 
5 marks
When marking Communication, markers should consider 
· organization and coherence 
· vocabulary (and accuracy) 
· sentence construction (clarity, completeness) 
· grammar and mechanics (consistency of tense, punctuation, spelling, capitalization) 

	Excellent
E
	Explanations are thorough and comprehensive revealing a perceptive understanding.  Support is specific and accurate and errors, if present, do not detract from the response.  Mark=10
	The writing is fluent and organized effectively.  Vocabulary is precise and effective.  The writing demonstrates confident control of sentence construction, grammar, and mechanics.  The occurrence of error is rare.  Mark=5

	Proficient
Pf
	Explanations are appropriate and purposeful revealing a clear understanding.  Support is relevant and appropriate, but may contain some minor errors.  Mark=8 
	The writing is organized clearly.  Vocabulary is accurate and appropriate.  The writing frequently demonstrates effective control of sentence construction, grammar, and mechanics.  The occurrence of error is infrequent.  Mark=4

	Satisfactory
S
	Explanations are general and straightforward revealing an acceptable understanding.  Support is relevant but general, may be incompletely developed, and/or contains errors.  Mark=6 
	The writing is generally clear and organized functionally.  Vocabulary is generally accurate, but not specific.  The writing demonstrates basic control of sentence construction, grammar, and mechanics.  Errors do not seriously interfere with communication.  Mark=3

	Limited
L
	Explanations are over-generalized and/or redundant revealing a confused, though discernable, understanding.  Support is superficial, may not always be relevant, and may contain significant errors.  Mark=4
	The writing is uneven and incomplete but is organized discernibly.  Vocabulary is imprecise and/or inappropriate.  The writing demonstrates faltering control of sentence construction, grammar, and mechanics.  Errors hinder communication.  Mark=2

	Poor
P
	Explanations are tangential or minimal revealing a negligible understanding.  Support, if present, is incomplete, may be marginally relevant, and contains significant and/or frequent errors.  Mark=2
	The writing is unclear and disorganized.  Vocabulary is ineffective and frequently incorrect.  A lack of control of sentence construction, grammar, and mechanics is demonstrated.  Errors impede communication.  Mark=1

	Mark =    /15 
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